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foundation involvements, and community
projects, that list would take up more space in
the RECORD than | am permitted.

But those who knew Jack—as | was so for-
tunate to have—understand that there was so
much more to him than his resume. Simply
reading through his list of accomplishments,
impressive as it is, misses the essence of
Jack’s contributions to our society and the
many people whose lives have been enriched
and improved because of him. | am one such
person.

Several years before | first ran for Con-
gress, | co-founded a company that provides
professional learning and training services to
Fortune 500 companies. As the company
grew, Jack became the chairman of the board.
| had ongoing involvement in the management
and operations of the business, as | was also
a board member. The truth is that | learned
much more than | contributed. Sitting next to
Jack every meeting was like going to graduate
school for business.

But beyond his vast knowledge and busi-
ness acumen, Jack brought something else to
our board meetings, something that has
stayed with me ever since, something | hope
to emulate: his compassion. Jack cared deep-
ly for the employees of the company and al-
ways looked out for their interests. “We have
to take care of our people,” he frequently said.
To Jack, a successful business wasn’t meas-
ured merely by impressive numbers on a bal-
ance sheet; it was about the people. The most
effective way to invest in the success of a
company was to invest in the success of the
people who comprise it.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me in honoring the life and contributions of
Jack Creighton, and in sending condolences
to his wife, Dr. Jan Creighton, and the entire
Creighton family. | will remember Jack as a
teacher, a mentor, and a friend. Knowing him
has made me a better person. While he is no
longer with us, his example remains and will
continue to inspire those who knew him, be-
cause Jack knew that a successful life is not
measured merely by impressive lines on a re-
sume. It is about the people. And the most ef-
fective way to make the world a better place
is to invest in the success of the people who
comprise it.

CALEXICO HIGH SCHOOL NAVY
JUNIOR RESERVES OFFICERS
TRAINING CORPS

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2020

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Navy Junior Reserves Offi-
cers Training Corps (NJROTC) program at
Calexico High School. This is the only
NJROTC program in the Imperial Valley, CA.

Calexico High School established a Navy
National Defense Cadet Corp (NNDCC) pro-
gram in August of 2016. The establishment of
a NNDCC program at Calexico High School
included coordination with the Naval Service
Training Command and the NJROTC Director.

On September 23, 2019, the Secretary of
the Navy, approved Calexico High School’s re-
quest to advance from an NNDCC unit to an
NJROTC unit. There were 181 students en-
rolled as NJROTC cadets at this time.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
ROBERT ARMSTRONG

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2020

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of long-time
community member Robert (Bob) Armstrong
as he celebrates his 90th birthday.

Bob was born in Visalia, California, but the
Armstrong family eventually relocated to
Northern California where Bob graduated from
Richmond High School. Following graduation,
Bob entered the U.S. Navy and served as an
electronic technician. He married Anna Mae
Caliri before attending the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, and graduated with a degree
in Electrical Engineering and a teaching certifi-
cate in 1957.

In 1958, Bob and Anna moved to Concord
where they raised their two children, Janet
and Jim. That same year, Bob began a career
as a high school teacher, and he would go on
to teach math, electronics, and driver's edu-
cation at multiple high schools including Mt.
Diablo High School, Pacifica High School,
Ygnacio Valley High School, and Concord
High School. Not only was Bob dedicated to
educating youth in our community, but he was
also actively involved in the teachers’ union.
After 30 years of teaching, Bob retired in order
to take care of his aging parents. Retirement
also gave Bob time to enjoy his many hob-
bies, spending many days boating and fishing
and even joining a gym at age 86 where he
takes cardio dance classes. Bob bowls four
times a week and is still picking up new activi-
ties to stay busy. His adventurous spirit has
led Bob to try many new things in life and he
loves sharing his wisdom with others.

Bob has been a member of the community
for over 60 years. He is known for always hav-
ing a smile on his face and spreading joy to
everyone who knows him. Please join me in
wishing Bob well on his 90th birthday.

NO PUBLIC CHARGE DEPORTATION
ACT

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2020

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, for over 100
years, public charge has been part of U.S. im-
migration law as a ground of deportation. It is
time we change that part of law, especially
with  how the current administration is
weaponizing this rule to hurt families and limit
them from accessing critical safety net pro-
grams.

Since the Trump administration published
the new public charge rule in 2018, there are
reports that this has led to chilling impacts on
immigrant families participating in safety net
programs for fear of jeopardizing their immi-
gration status. One in seven adults in immi-
grant families reported that they or a family
member did not participate in a noncash ben-
efit program in 2018, out of fear of risking fu-
ture green card status. Even permanent resi-
dents who would not be affected by this pro-
posed rule have reported forgoing safety net
programs.

February 7, 2020

Madam Speaker, even more frightening is
that this rule instills fear in families with chil-
dren. In fact, the rule could lead up to 4.7 mil-
lion people to withdraw from Medicaid and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program alone.
This fear has resulted in parents trying to opt
out of free school lunch for their children—
New York State schools have free lunch for all
students—out of concern that they may be
deemed a public charge and even possibly
lose status and be deported.

That is why, | am introducing the “No Public
Charge Deportation Act”, which would amend
the Immigration and Nationality Act to remove
public charge as a ground of deportation.

The Trump administration is weaponizing
the public charge rule to discriminate against
low-income immigrants and immigrants of
color. We need to assure families that they will
not be deported if they legally use critical ben-
efits such as Medicaid, SNAP, and housing
assistance.

Madam Speaker, families should not have
to decide between putting food on the table
and risk getting deported. | urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation to make
sure families will not forgo programs that help
provide basic necessities because of a public
charge rule.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2020

Mr. LOEBSACK. | missed the vote on H.R.
2382. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 37.

——————

HONORING MS. LORENA L. LACAR
FOR HER COMMITMENT TO THE
VETERAN COMMUNITY

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 7, 2020

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lorena L. Lacar's professionalism
and dedication to the Veteran community.

Lorena L. Lacar entered employment as an
extra-help employee with the County of Impe-
rial on April 7, 1993. She then transferred to
the Imperial County Veterans Service Office
on January 27, 1995, where she served for
over 20 years.

During Ms. Lacar’s tenure, she helped over
20,000 veterans, dependents and widows
claim their benefits which amounted to over
$13,449,000 in retroactive payments,
$1,678,032 in monthly award payments and
over $112,447 in lump sum payments, thus al-
lowing veterans to enjoy an increased quality
of life owed to them for their service.

Ms. Lacar's exemplary professionalism and
diligence has earned her the love and respect
of the Imperial Valley’s veteran community.
She has developed a vast array of resources
and professional relationships to help enhance
the quality of life for veterans. She has also
devoted herself to assist veterans in need of
shelter, subsistence, and has generously vol-
unteered her time after hours to assist vet-
erans in need of crisis counseling or depend-
ents in need of emergency services.
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